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distant country, and from liis mention of the river
Indus,1 we can safely conclude that Sanskrit was then
the spoken language of the country.

The Sanskrit name of the river Sindhu must have
reached Hekataeos through a Persian channel in which
the initial s was regularly changed to h, and after-
wards dropt. Indian names mentioned by Herodotus,
such as Gandarioi, Sanskrit G and liar a, a name
which occurs in the Veda (RV. i, 126, 7), and others,
likewise prove the presence of Sanskrit in India, at his
time. Ktesias (about 40 ) 33. a), though he did not reach
India, but lived at the court of Darius II and Aria-
xerxcs Mnemon, gives us information which, however
untrustworthy in other respects., leaves us no doubt
that Sanskrit was then the language of the people
whom he describes. With Megasthencs we enter into
the very life of India. He stayed at Palirnbothra, the
Paialiputra of Sanskrit literature, the modem Pafom,
the capital of Sandracottus, in Sanskrit ./uindragupta.
the King of the Prasii, about x?95 B.C. His account of
India would probably have made us acquainted not
only witli the language, but also with the literary
works of that period, had not the indifference of the
Creeks for barbarous people allowed his work to be
lost except the fragments now collected under the
name of Mcfja&lJie-fds Indie a.

The argument that nearly all the names of persons,
places, and rivers in India mentioned by Megasthenes
and other Greek and Roman writers arc pure Sanskrit
has been handled so fully and ably by others, more

1 Fraf/menfa Midoricorutn, Graccoritm, cd. C. efc T. M tiller, vol. i.
p. 12, fragm. 174.
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